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2012 Honey Jam Year in Review Report  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Honey Jam is an annual a showcase of stellar Canadian female talent that provides an 
opportunity for the artists to be seen and heard by industry professionals and to build a fan 
base. Honey Jam has been produced in Toronto annually since 1995 by PhemPhat 
Entertainment Group.  
 
Each year, a national search is conducted to seek out Canada’s hottest young talent to 
perform in a mid-summer concert. Over the Honey Jam’s 17 years, hundreds of artists have 
performed in front of energetic capacity crowds.   
 
With the major shifts in the music industry over the past several years, Honey Jam has 
become an even more relevant part of the music industry, since it is recognized as a location 
to find new and emerging talent on the Canadian music scene. With the new “Do-It-Yourself” 
focus of the industry, Honey Jam provides female artists with a well-established forum to 
build their own fan-base as well as be seen and heard by professionals in the music industry 
such as booking agents, managers, producers, label reps. 
 
The enclosed report provides an overview of the four key stages of the 2012 Honey Jam: 

1. Auditions 
2. Launch 
3. Artist Development Workshop 
4. Concert 
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ARTIST BENEFITS 
 

Artist benefits we were able to provide this year included: 
 
. a free music industry workshop at Harris Institute with panels on 

Publishing, Entertainment Law, Songwriting, Media Training and 
Vocal/Performance 

 
. opportunity to hear from artist Suzie McNeil who came to speak to the girls 

and share her journey in the industry  
 
. receiving one-on-one vocal and performance coaching from celebrity 

coach Elaine Overholt of Big Voice Studios 
 
. having a track featured on our promotional compilation CD  
 
. having their original songs played on Radio 
 
. receiving 1 hour A&R consultation time from Universal Music 
 
. one lucky artist received The Honey Jam Hookup Prize Pak including 

$3000 in equipment from Yamaha Canada, $1,000 from EMI Music 
Canada, free entertainment lawyer consultation from Taylor, Klein Oballa, 
and a package from Think Fitness Studios 

 
. two artists had the opportunity to perform at Canada’s Walk of Fame 

Emerging Artist Stage 
 
. one artist received an opportunity to perform in Barbados, courtesy of the 

Barbados Tourism Authority 
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Auditions: 
 
The Honey Jam live auditions took place on 
Sunday, June 3 at Toronto’s Mod Club Theatre. 
Auditions were also accepted from across the 
country via video submissions.  
 
More than 90 artists showcased their skills for a 
panel of 15 industry judges. Dozens of online 
submissions were also reviewed and considered. 
 
From this thorough national search, 17 showcasing 
artists were selected, representing a broad variety 
of musical genres. 
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LAUNCH 
 
The Honey Jam Launch took place on 
Thursday, July 14, 2012 in an evening 
reception held in the Lambert Room on the 
54

th
 floor of the Toronto-Dominion Tower. 

Sponsored by TD and featuring a stunningly 
beautiful view of Toronto, this elegant venue 
provided a wonderful location to introduce the 
selected artists to the media and industry, 
provide an opportunity for sponsors, industry, 
and artists to mingle and network, and to 
enable the Honey Jam artists to meet one 
another and begin to form connections and 
build relationships. 
 
The launch included a welcome address from 
PhemPhat Entertainment Group President, 
Ebonnie Rowe, who spoke about the plans for 
the 2012 showcase, artist workshop, as well as 
some exciting opportunities some of the artists 
will receive, such as an opportunity to perform 

in Barbados in November 2012, as well as an opportunity to perform at the Canada’s Walk of 
Fame Emerging Artist Stage in September 2012. Rowe also touched on how Honey Jam has 
evolved over its 17 year history, and the impact the showcase and professional development 
initiative has had on the artists who participate.  
 

See link for video highlights:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlHY8eYke28 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlHY8eYke28
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LAUNCH FEATURE INTERVIEW 
 
Recording artist Suzie McNeil was also a featured speaker at the launch. In a sit down 
interview and Q&A session moderated by PhemPhat Board Member Vivian Barclay (General 
Manager of Warner Chappell Music Publishing), McNeil shared her journey in the music 
industry with the aspiring artists and attendees in the audience.  
 

 
 
The line-up of 2012 Honey Jam artists was also introduced so that the media and industry 
representatives would have an opportunity to meet and greet the talent.  
 
At the conclusion of the launch event, the artists collectively performed an a capella version 
of Aretha Franklin’s female anthem, “Respect”.  
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ARTIST DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP 
 
 

The Honey Jam Artist Development 
Workshop was held on Saturday, July 16 at 
Harris Institute for the Arts. The workshop 
was open to the artists who were selected to 
showcase at the 17th annual Honey Jam 
concert.  
 
This Workshop is a key component of the 
growth process for these artists. As unsigned 
artists navigating their own paths to success, 
the hands-on training offered via the 
workshop is a valuable experience for the 
artists involved. It helps them to develop the 
business aspect of their entrepreneurial 
endeavours and network with successful and 
well-connected professionals in the industry. 
 
 

 
See link for video highlights: 
http://www.youtube.com/my_videos_edit?ns=1&feature=vm&video_id=_Nt7x81WyDU 

 
Topics covered in the 2012 Honey Jam Artist Development Workshop were: 
 

Publishing 101, presented by Vivian Barclay, Warner Chappell Music Publishing 
Entertainment Law, presented by Pat Leyland, Taylor Mitsopolous Oballa 
Media Training Session – Elio Iannacci, features editor FASHION Magazine 
Songwriting Workshop – presented by Andrea England 
Vocal/Performance Workshop - Elaine Overholt, Big Voice Studios 

 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/my_videos_edit?ns=1&feature=vm&video_id=_Nt7x81WyDU
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In the first session of the day, Vivian Barclay presented a workshop focused on helping the 
artists to understand the various aspects of music publishing. 
 
This session was followed by a presentation by Pat Leyland of Taylor Mitsopolous Oballa, 
providing an introductory overview of some the key aspects that independent artists need to 
know from an entertainment law perspective.  
 
After the lunch break, Elio Iannacci lead a media relations workshop in which he provided 
tangible strategies to prepare for media interactions, including understanding the target 
audience, maintaining control, staying engaged, dealing with difficult or uncomfortable 
questions, and delivering stories in a compelling way. 
 
That session was followed by a songwriting workshop led by award-winning singer-
songwriter Andrea England, in which she touched on songwriting techniques and strategies 
for building a network within the music industry. 
 
The full day concluded with a condensed version of Elaine Overholt’s performance master 
class, which summarized elements of warm-up routines, voice technique, stage technique 
movement, material selection and audience relationship. Elaine is one of North America’s 
most respected and treasured singers, voice coaches and vocal producers. She has been a 
Honey Jam judge and workshop presenter for the past several years. Each artist had the 
opportunity to be mentored by Elaine in a one-on-one session prior to the showcase. 
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SHOWCASE 
 

 
On Thursday, August 16, 
2012 PhemPhat Entertain- 
ment Group presented the 
17th annual Honey Jam all-
female concert, featuring 
performances by 17 young 
artists from across Canada. 
 
The Honey Jam took place at 
Toronto’s Mod Club Theatre in 
front of a crowd of fans, media 
and music industry profess-
ionals (record label reps, 
publishers, managers, 
producers, etc). 
 
 

 
 

The showcase was 
hosted by MuchMusic 
on-air personality 
Lauren Toyota, and the 
line-up of diverse talent 
was from Calgary, 
Vancouver, Montreal, 
Ottawa, Toronto and 
London representing 
pop, hip hop, r&b, 
opera, blues, rock, and 
more. 
 
 
 

Check out video highlights below: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLfwqFyBl9I 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLfwqFyBl9I
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Stacey Asseidu was the lucky winner of the Honey Jam Hook-up Prize Pack. Her name was 
pulled in a random draw of all the Honey Jam artists, and she took home lots of amazing 
items, including $3,000 worth of sound equipment from Yamaha, $1,000 from EMI Music 
Canada, free entertainment lawyer consultation from Taylor, Klein Oballa, and a package 
from Think Fitness Studios. 
 

 
An elated Stacey Asseidu reacts to the news that she is the recipient of the Honey Jam Hook-Up prize 

 

 
Stacey Asseidu poses with her $3,000 worth of Yamaha gear (one portion of the Honey Jam Hook-Up prize) 
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BARBADOS TRIP 
 
Melissa Bel was the 
winner of a trip to 
Barbados in November 
2012 to perform in 
Barbados (sponsored by 
the Barbados Tourism 
Authority). All of the 
artists participated in a 
"get me to Barbados" 
campaign on social 
media with the winner 
being chosen based on 
twitter and youtube 
views. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

WALK OF FAME 
PERFORMANCE 
OPPORTUNITY 

 
 
Taya Marquis and Anna 
Osterberg were chosen to 
perform in September at 
Canada’s Walk of Fame 
Emerging Artist Stage. 
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At the end of the show, the Honey Jam artists, along with other female artists from the 
audience, participated in a “Freestyle Finale” performance over a variety of instrumental 
beats. This finale has become one of the most anticipated parts of Honey Jam, and is an 
amazing example of the synergy and positive energy between the artists. 
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A free promotional compilation CD was produced featuring tracks for each of the artists and 
was handed out to industry reps in attendance. 
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ARTIST TESTIMONIALS 
 
“The minute I found out I was selected to be in the Honey Jam showcase 

2012 I was ecstatic. I knew this showcase would help promote talent yet it 

was also an opportunity to mold and better myself as an artist.  Out of the 

countless events and competitions I have taken part in this is by far the 

most informative and enjoyable experience.  The launch party was like 

none other the caliber of the venue and the itinerary for the night and 

was spectacular. Being able to meet and converse with the other artists, 

as well as established people in the music industry was truly a blessing. 

Also getting an insight on what it’s truly like being a professional artist by 

our very own Suzy Mcneil was enlightening and captivating. She was able 

to give simple yet valuable tips to us artists that we would be able to use 

for a lifetime.  

 

 As for the workshop, I was able to take plenty away from the day. The 

segment that stuck with me the most would be the Media Training. It was 

a reminder of how to carry myself as an artist, of which is very important to 

me.  I felt Elio Iannacci’s segment was the most effective and useful 

because as a young artist it is the area of which I tend to lack experience 

with, it was good to learn tips and tricks on how to have success when 

confronted by media.  The workshop was also an excellent opportunity to 

work on my stage presence, furthering my knowledge on entertainment 

law and broadening my view on songwriting. Overall The Honey jam is a 

wonderful event of which embodies musical expression while empowering 

and brining together talented young women of various cultures and 

helping them grow.  

 

Thank you HoneyJam for giving me this awesome opportunity to shine as 

an artist! 

Alessandra 

 

“I had an amazing time at Honey Jam! What an experience.  First of all 

the entire Honey Jam team were incredible and extremely welcoming 

and friendly. It was great to meet so many talented female artists with so 

many different styles. You could literally feel the energy in the room. Also 

meeting Lauren from Much Music was an absolute treat. She is so 

beautiful and sweet. It was a great opportunity for exposure and just to 

meet some amazing people. It was a pleasure to be there. Thank you 

SOOOOO much for the opportunity!!” 

Kara 
 

http://twitter.com/ElioIannacci
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“This experience was life changing, this thing you've put together is far 

beyond anything I ever imagined. I'm humbled to have been able to be a 

part of something so amazing. Thank you so much Ebonnie! “ 

Savannah 

 

Thank you so much for giving me the opportunity to participate in the 

HoneyJam showcase this year.  I am truly appreciative of the wealth of 

information, exposure and opportunities I’ve received since I was selected 

for the showcase. 

The workshop was very informative, I learned a lot from all the 

presentations and I know this will certainly assist me in my music career 

going forward. Many contacts were made from the launch to final 

showcase. From being contacted by GMI Artist management based in LA 

(along with many other local producers) to one of my musical idols Ms 

Divine Brown coming back stage to meet me after my performance to tell 

me how much she enjoyed the performance was second to none. Thanks 

again for giving me this opportunity. 

Angelique Francis 

 

First of all, I just wanted to thank you so much for putting on that workshop 

for us girls, I came out of that knowing a huge amount more than I did 

before, even after the first workshop I felt like I had learned so much, and I 

just wanted to let you know how much we all appreciated it! 

 

I am SO thankful that you allowed me to be a part of this, and I am so 

happy about all the great, fabulous people I've met, and the great, 

fabulous opportunities we have through this!  

Thank you so much!!!   Anna Osterberg :) 

 

“Thank you so much Ebonnie!! I had an amazing experience, I LOVED 

hearing all of the girls perform, and getting a chance to know them and 

connect with them was really great. Thank you so much for the 

opportunity to take part in this show.  ALSO, thank you SO, SO much for 

choosing me to sing at the Walk of Fame!! I cannot even believe it, I am 

so excited, wow I just really cannot believe it haha! Thank you SO 

incredibly much, I very much look forward to hearing about details and 

such, I appreciate the opportunity hugely!! 

 

Thank you for all your hard work that you have put into making this show a 

success, and for all of the other amazing experiences us girls have had 

through Honey Jam!! I will definitely never, ever forget it.” 

All the best, Anna Osterberg 



 
PhemPhat Entertainment Group 
Report on 2012 Honey Jam 
www.honeyjam.com 

 

 

Thanks very much for bringing me to TO and including me in your event. It 

looks like you've built quite a legacy! 

Congrats, Jenn 

 

“The Honey Jam experience so far has been an absolute pleasure! It's 

been amazing meeting the talented and beautiful girls in the showcase, 

as well as the incredibly supportive Honey Jam crew.  The Launch was a 

professional, well put-together, well attended event, and it was so much 

fun getting to wing a pretty sweet performance with all of the girls within 

an hour of meeting eachother! Hearing advice and having questions 

answered by Suzie McNeil was such a valuable experience because she's 

at a place in her career that I'm sure all of the artists hope to be at 

someday (soon!). I loved what she said about having that inexplicable 

and unyielding desire to make music, because that pretty much summed 

me up!  

 

The workshop was sooooo awesome. I wish I could've stayed until the end 

of the day, so thanks a lot for sending those handouts. I thought all of the 

sessions were very informative - I especially enjoyed the PR/Interview 

session - and the caliber of the speakers was so impressive. They were 

interesting and engaging, and seemed to genuinely want to help us 

advance in our careers. I wish I could do these types of workshops more 

regularly to brush up on stuff and learn more and more new things!  

 

And the show - what an incredible night. All of the ladies were out of this 

world! Thank you so much for this amazing experience Ebonnie!!  Thanks 

again!!!”  Melissa 

 

“First and foremost I would like to thank you and your Honey Jam Team for 

providing me with such a WONDERFUL opportunity! The show was great 

last night and all of the performers chosen were stellar. Honey jam has 

given me all that I have ever wanted to start out my music career and I 

am deeply appreciative. I hope that you continue to organize this Honey 

Jam event for as long as you can, giving Canadian females a voice and 

a chance to further develop their artistic abilities!  

 

Everything in the show as well as the preparation from weeks before was 

well organized hence why the show turned out to be so well executed.  

So once again, thank you so much and words cannot express how 

thankful and happy I am to have been a part of the Honey Jam 

experience. :) “  Thank you kindly, 

Stacey Asiedu 
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“Thanks again for everything!  Honey Jam was an amazing experience for 

me. I made so many awesome friends. All the artists were great and 

performing that night in the company of all those talented girls sharing a 

common love for music was a great feeling. I love all the pictures that 

were taken at the show and posted them on my websites and I got alot of 

positive comments. I received an invite to perform. I was also contacted 

by a photographer in Toronto who wants to do a photo shoot with me.  

Hope to see you again next year. Much continued success with Honey 

Jam! 

Saveria 

 

“I just wanted to say thanks so much for having me as part of the 2012 

Honey Jam Artist Showcase! I had such an amazing time, all my friends 

that came loved the show, and my band had such a great time being 

part of such a wonderful show of so many talented artists.   Wishing you 

well in the upcoming year, please keep in touch, and thanks again so 

much for allowing me to be a part of something so amazing! “ 

Take Care,  Stacey 

 

“Honey Jam has been quite the experience for me. I enjoyed every 

minute of it. As a female Canadian artist, I will always stand by what 

Honey Jam stands for. We in fact need more showcases that represent 

Canadian female artists. I especially value the artist workshop day we 

had. I took with me a lot of vital information that I can use throughout my 

music career such as the media, publishing and song-writing workshops. I 

met so many inspiring people and very talented artists throughout my 

Honey Jam experience. The show went very smoothly and everyone 

involved did a great job keeping the show on time. Thanks again Ebonnie 

for everything, your showcase has truly been a blessing to my career.” 

- Taya 
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